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SUBJECT: ARMS AND WEAPONS SYSTEMS SALESMEN IN SAUDI ARABI 

REF: JIDDA 6172 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS NOT GENERALLY CONSULTED WHEN FIRMS WISH 
TO SEND SALES PERSONNEL ABROAD. FURTHER, AMERICAN SALES- 
MEN TRAVELING ABROAD IN SEARCH OF SALES OF ARTICLES ON 
U.S. MUNITIONS LIST ARE NOT REQUIRED TO OBTAIN DEPARTMENT 
PERMISSION UNLESS THERE IS INVOLVED AN EXPORT OF HARDWARE 
OR TECHNICAL DATA WHICH WOULD REQUIRE LICENSING AS 
DESCRIBED IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS REGULATIONS 
(ITAR). (SEE 10 FAM 750 APPENDIX A). 

2. IN CASES WHERE AMERICAN FIRMS APPLY FOR EXPORT LICENSE 
TO DEMONSTRATE EQUIPMENT OR TECHNICAL DATA, DEPARTMENT 
REQUIRES EVIDENCE THAT FOREIGN END-USER HAS ALREADY 
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EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ARTICLE TO BE DEMONSTRATED. ONE 
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REASON IS TO PREVENT USE OF OUR LICENSING PROGRAM 
FOR "FISHING" PURPOSES. APPROVAL SUCH LICENSES NORMALLY 
NOT GRANTED UNLESS USG PREPARED TO SELL END ITEM 
INVOLVED. 

3. DEPARTMENT AND DOD HAVE BEEN CONSULTING ON PROBLEM OF 
SALES PERSONNEL CREATING BY THEIR PRESENCE ABROAD NEEDS 
WHERE NONE EXIST. AS YOU POINT OUT. SAME QUESTION WAS 
RAISED IN IGA INSPECTION REPORT "MUNITIONS CONTROL US 
FIRMS' COMPLIANCE WITH EXPORT LICENSING REQUIREMENTS" 

DATED JULY 28, COPIES OF WHICH WERE SENT TO EMBASSY AND 
MAAG. WE ARE NOW EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES OF TIGHTENING 
WAYS CONTROL OVER INFORMATION DISCUSSED BY SALESMEN; AMONG 
THEM ARE TO REDEFINE ITAR DESCRIPTION OF TECHNICAL DATA, 

AND REVIEW KINDS OF INFORMATION NOW EXEMPT FROM LICENSING. 

4. IN MAY, OFFICE OF MUNITIONS CONTROL SENT ROUTINE 
NEWSLETTER TO ALL CORPORATIONS AND FIRMS REGISTERED WITH 
US (SEE ITAR PART 122) CONTAINING FOLLOWING: "AS YOU 

ALL KNOW, TECHNICAL DATA IS DEFINED IN THE ITAR AND RE- 
QUIRES AN MC LICENSE FOR EXPORT. THIS INCLUDES DISCUSS- 
IONS WITH FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES HERE OR ABROAD. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, EXPORT OF INFORMATION SUCH AS CORPORATE CAPA 
BILITIES, PUBLIC HANDOUTS, ETC., DOES NOT REQUIRE LICENS- 
ING BY THIS OFFICE. REGARDLESS OF WHICH TYPE OF INFOR- 
MATION YOU PLAN TO DISCUSS OVERSEA, IT IS ALWAYS USEFUL 
TO FIRST TOUCH BASE WITH THE LOCAL MAAG OR AMERICAN 
EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES. THEY CAN HELP YOU IN MANY WAYS. 
PLEASE ADVISE THEM WHETHER OR NOT YOU HAVE A LICENSE TO 
DISCUSS TECHNICAL DATA REGARDING THE PROJECT YOU PLAN TO 
DISCUSS WITH HOST NATIONALS AND, IF NOT, LET THEM KNOW 
HOW YOU EXPECT TO HANDLE THE MATTER. THERE IS NO MAN- 
DATORY REQUIREMENT FOR THIS "BASE-TOUCHING" BUT I CAN 
ASSURE YOU THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF EVERYONE. 
NEGLECTING TO DO SO OFTEN RAISES QUESTIONS REGARDING 
PRESENCE, ACTIVITIES AND INTENTIONS. SUCH QUESTIONS 
SHOULD NOT ARISE IF THIS ELEMENTARY STEP IS TAKEN BEFORE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST AUTHORITIES." 

5. WE ARE ENCOURAGING ALL FIRMS TO COMPLY. COMPLIANCE 
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WE FEEL, SHOULD BE HELPFUL TO YOU, ESPECIALLY IF. AS YOU 
SAY, FIRMS, IN MOST CASES, RESPECT YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
JUDGMENT. FURTHER, WE ARE PROVIDING EMBASSY WITH COPIES 
OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AND LICENSES ISSUED, ON 
SELECTIVE BASIS, FOR SENSITIVE TECHNICAL DATA RELEASES 
AND SUBSTANTIVE HARDWARE RELEASES. 

6. DEPARTMENT WILL, OF COURSE, INFORM YOU OF SALESMEN 
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TRAVELLING IN YOUR AREA IF WE LEARN OF THEIR PLANS BE- 
FOREHAND. KISSINGER 
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